What’s happening on the roof 
at Wing? - find out on page five 
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‘Let’s live beautifully for God’ 




By Jo Duckies 

“CONTINUE to live beautifully 
for God.” That was the message 
from the Bishop of Oxford as he 
reflected on a year of Living 
Faith. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard 
highlighted the successes of 
2010, which focused on 
Sustaining the Sacred Centre, 
during his presidential address 
at Diocesan Synod last month. 

Sustaining the Sacred Centre 
is the central strand in the five- 
year Living Faith vision. The 
other strands are Making 
Disciples, Making a Difference 
in the World, Shaping 
Confident, Collaborative 

Leadership and Creating 
Vibrant Christian Communities. 

Next year will focus on Making 
Disciples, and Bishop John 
challenged churches to come up 
with an initiative to help people 
outside the Christian faith 
discover for themselves the good 
news of Jesus. 

Reflecting on 2010 Bishop 
John said he’d heard about 
retreats and quiet days as well as 
courses on prayer all held as 
church goers across the diocese 
began to tease out the meaning 
of Sustaining the Sacred Centre. 
“At the very least, it means going 
further and deeper with God, 
discovering more of what it is to 
be immersed in God,” he said. 

“I know many churches have 



used the Living Faith Bible 
Study course on John including 
330 people in one church alone! 

“Another church produced a 
booklet of readings that have 
nourished members of the 
church through the years. 
Another, a special booklet of 
prayers for Lent. There have 
been training events and 
sermon courses and new forms 
of worship. There was an art 
course in Lent, and I’ve heard of 
several new prayer groups.” 

Next year Sustaining the 
Sacred Centre will continue with 
a mini- theme of pilgrimage, 
running alongside Making 
Disciples. 

Looking forward, Bishop John 
said: “We need to start using the 
vocabulary of growth, not 
managed decline. I long for 
more and more people to 
discover for themselves the 
liberating good news of Jesus, 
and God’s love for them. It’s 
actually why I got ordained in 
the first place, to share the 
riches of Christ. Why wouldn’t 
you want to share the best thing 
you’ve ever found?” 

He said: “How can we 

commend the Christian story in 
the context of listening to, and 
respecting, other people’s 
stories? That’s the basic 
challenge, and in a diocese 
packed so full of able, 
imaginative clergy and laity, I 
really look forward to seeing 



what the Spirit will suggest in the 
year ahead. 

He described how Living Faith 
has permeated the life of the 
Diocese. 

“Newport Deanery has 
constructed its entire Deanery 
Plan within the Living Faith 
framework. Burnham and 
Slough deanery has had a 
Living Faith fortnight,” he said. 
Bishop John reminded Synod 



that the vision is not imposed, 
but is intended to be adapted to 
the needs of different areas. 

“Thank you for what we’ve 
done so far together. Let’s 
continue to paint something 
beautiful for God. Let’s try to 
live beautifully for God,” he 
added. 

For a report on the 201 1 budget, 
agreed at Diocesan Synod, turn to 
page three. 
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Prayer (^reflection 

. . let down your nets for a catch. . . ’ 




Karen Gorham reflects on 
the modern-day message 
behind Raphael’s historic 
tapestries. 

o mark the state visit of 
Pope Benedict XVI four 
tapestries from the Vatican 
Museums, designed for the 
Sistine Chapel by Raphael, 
were displayed at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum for the first time beside the 
preparatory cartoons from the Royal 
Collection. 

Raphael’s Tapestries depicting the Acts 
of the Apostles Peter and Paul were first 
displayed in the Sistine Chapel on St 
Stephen’s Day 1519. The Cartoons are 
one of the great treasures of the 
Renaissance, commissioned in 1515 by 
the Medici Pope Leo X. They are full 
scale designs painted on paper which 
were then woven into ten tapestries of 
wool, silk and gilt-metal-wrapped thread 
at a workshop in Brussels. 

‘ On the distant shore, the 
faithful gaze and point...' 



The Raphael Cartoons speak a forceful 
formal language. Closely following the 
text of the Acts of the Apostles, they 
represent weighty figures acting out a 
series of momentous encounters. 
Raphael seems to have simplified the 



pictures and magnified the gestures so 
that their message is clearly read, even 
when translated into a tapestry. 

I find two of the cartoons particularly 
striking. Firstly, the Miraculous Draught of 
Fish. Taken from Luke 5: 1-10, it 
illustrates the appearance of Christ to 
Peter and his command to let down the 
nets in deep water. The disciples make a 
miraculous catch, so that their boats 
overflow with fish. In another boat 
James and John struggle to pull up a 
net, whilst their father Zebedee tries to 
keep the vessel steady. Peter recognises 



Christ as a holy man and kneels before 
him in an attitude of prayer, while 
Andrew steps forward with his hands 
spread in amazement. 

A consecutive chain of action runs 
across this balanced picture to culminate 
in the figure of Christ, who calmly raises 
his hand in blessing. On the distant 
shore the faithful gaze and point at the 
miraculous event. 

Secondly Paul Preaching at Athens. Paul 
is depicted in the Agora before the 
assembled court of the Areopagus, the 
judicial council of Athens. 



He is preaching on the Immortality of 
the Soul, a subject with special 
significance for Leo X. 

Behind Paul three followers pay rapt 
attention. Seated figures gesture 
excitedly at the Apostle and turn from 
one to the other. A group of standing 
figures register a range of attitudes, 
ranging from deep thought to surprise 
and scepticism. In the middle distance 
is an armed statue of Mars with its back 
to the Apostle, before a circular Doric 
temple. 

Both Cartoons remind us of our 
calling by Christ to ‘go and tell’ and 
cause us to reflect on the range of 
reactions when we do. The God of 
surprises who can produce abundantly if 
we are obedient, and the culture of the 
day which can challenge and provoke 
many reactions if we dare to engage in 
proclamation, particularly as Christmas 
approaches. 

The works are a significant 
contribution to art history, and stand 
themselves as a witness to the Christian 
story throughout the centuries. The 
visit to Britain of the tapestries displayed 
alongside the Cartoons may have been a 
once-in-a-lifetime event but, as we take 
our own place in salvation history, their 
message is one we are called to live out 
each and every day. 

The Venerable Karen Gorham is 
Archdeacon of Buckinghamshire. 

Pictured above is The Miraculous Draught of 
Fishes, from the Brussels Tapestries, replicas of 
Raphael's Vatican series of the Acts of the 
Apostles (tapestry) by Palazzo Ducale, Mantua, 

/ The Bridgeman Art Library. 




December prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

WED 1 Charlbury with Shorthampton: 

clergy Judy French, Jan Fielden; LLM 
Penny Nairne. 

THU 2 Chipping Norton team: clergy 
Stephen Weston, Tony Cannon, Andrew 
Keith, Jackie Jones; LLMs Elizabeth Mann, 
Elizabeth Allen. Chipping Norton St 
Mary’s (VA) School. 

FRI 3 Great Tew with Little Tew: clergy 
Bernard Rumbold. 

SAT 4 Hook Norton with Great Rollright, 
Swerford and Wigginton: clergy John 
Acreman, Wendy Cunningham, Hazel 
Scarr; LLM Janet Collins. Great Rollright 
(VA) and Hook Norton (VC) Schools. 

MON 6 Over with Nether Worton: clergy 
Bernard Rumbold. 

TUE 7 Forest Edge: clergy Paul Mansell, 
Sarah Jones, Brian Ford; LLM Gail Jones. 
Finstock (VC) and Leafield (VC) Schools. 

WED 8 Shipton-under-Wychwood, 
Milton-under-Wychwood, Fifield and 
Idbury: clergy Anne Hartley. Wychwood 
(VC) School. 

THU 9 The Chase: clergy Mark Abrey, 
Andy Thayer. Chadlington (VC) School. 

FRI 10 Bray with Braywood: clergy 
Richard Cowles. Braywood (VC) and 
Holyport (VA) Schools. 

SAT 11 Burchetts Green: clergy Keith 



Nicholls, Dilys Woodmoore, Tina 
Molyneux; LLM Teresa Kennard. Burchetts 
Green (VC) School. 

MON 13 Clewer: clergy Louise Brown. 
Windsor Clewer Green (VA) and Windsor 
St Erf (VA) Schools. 

TUE 14 Cox Green: clergy Joan Hicks. 

WED 15 Dedworth: clergy Louise Brown. 

THU 16 Furze Platt: clergy Mark Balfour, 
Jeremy Hyde, Beth Honey; LLMs 
Margaret Hyde, Pat Rose, Brian Rose 
(emeritus); youth pastor Ben Dale; lay 
worker Edna Conibear. 

FRI 17 Maidenhead All Saints Boyne Hill: 

clergy Jeremy Harris; LLM Elizabeth 
Bryson. Maidenhead All Saints (VC), 
Maidenhead Altwood (VC) and 
Maidenhead Boyne Hill (VC) Schools. 

SAT 18 Maidenhead St Andrew and St 
Mary Magdalene: clergy Will Stileman, 
Sam Allberry, Andrew Kearns; LLMs Ruth 
Knight, Jill Palfrey. 

MON 20 Maidenhead St Luke: clergy 
Terrie Robinson; LLMs Sonya Clarke, 
Noeline Page. Maidenhead St Luke’s 
(VC) School. 

TUE 21 New Windsor team: clergy 
Ainsley Swift, Margaret Bird, John Quick, 
June Faulkner; LLM Mary Hutchinson. 
Windsor Queen Anne First (VC) and 
Windsor Trinity St Stephen (VA) Schools. 

WED 22 Old Windsor: clergy Mary 
Barnes. All at Old Windsor St Peter’s 



(VA) and Windsor The Royal (VA) 
Schools. 

THU 23 The Cookhams: clergy Michael 
Smith, Nick Plant, Andrew Thomas; LLM 
Charles Walmsley. Cookham Holy Trinity 
(VC) and Cookham Dean (VA) Schools. 

FRI 24 Christmas Eve The homeless, 
unemployed, lonely and unloved. 
Members of the armed forces and others 
at work and away from home at 
Christmas. 

SAT 25 Christmas Day The Queen and 
all the Royal Family in residence at this 
time. The Queen’s Free Chapel of St 
George: clergy DJ Conner (dean), JA 
White, JA Ovenden, HE Finlay, JW 
Woodward, M Boag, A Zinni; all who 
work and worship at Windsor Castle. 

MON 27 Waltham St Lawrence: clergy 
David Andrew, Andy Hartropp; LLM 
Claire Hartropp. 

TUE 28 White Waltham with 
Shottesbrooke: clergy David Andrew, 
Andy Hartropp; LLMs Carole Perkins, 
Claire Hartropp. White Waltham (VC) 
School. 



Sundays 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as the only begotten of the Father) full 
of grace and truth. (Jn. 1:14 AV) 




SUNDAY 5 Advent 2 Chipping Norton Deanery: Area Dean Judy 
French, lay chair Ian Henderson, secretary Jan Fielden, treasurer 
Michael Waring, adviser for the spiritual care of older people, 
Joanna Collicutt. The people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of 
the deanery. The filling of all the vacancies in the deanery. The 
Lusitanian Church (Portugal). 

SUNDAY 12 Advent 3 Maidenhead & Windsor Deanery: Area 
Dean Jeremy Hyde, lay chair Martin Chandler, secretary David 
Morgan, treasurer Jim Tucker, chaplains to the deaf Vera Hunt and 
Ben Whitaker. The Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain. 



WED 29: The ecumenical team of 
chaplains in Mission in Work and 
Economic Life. 

THU 30: The severely injured and all 
devoted to their care and rehabilitation. 

FRI 31: Those nearing the end of their 
lives in hospices or at home and all who 
care for them. 



SUNDAY 19 Advent 4: Parish and district councillors serving the 
people of the deanery of Chipping Norton. The diocesan 
Emergency Planning group. The diocesan Ministry of Deliverance 
from Evil. The Falkland Islands. 

SUNDAY 26 Stephen, deacon & martyr : Parish and district 
councillors serving the people of the deanery of Maidenhead and 
Windsor. The Board of Mission (formerly STEM). The ministry of 
Christian healing, adviser, Bernard Dagnall. The Anglican Church 
of Aotearoa, New Zealand & Polynesia. 
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New Leaf for offenders 



MENTORS from local churches 
are needed for a new scheme to 
help people released from short 
term prison sentences. 

The Bishop of Buckingham, 
The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, has 
backed the New Leaf scheme, 
which started in May in 
Buckinghamshire. It is hoped it 
will be rolled out over the next 
year in Oxfordshire and 
Berkshire. 

Bishop Alan said: “This 

provides Christians with the 
chance to work with others in 
their communities to help them 
put right the effects of crime in 
people’s lives and to make a real 
difference in the world.” 

Caroline Stevens, New Leaf 
project worker, said: “The reason 
short term offenders need our 
support is that there isn’t any 
statutory help from the 
probation service for who are in 
prison for less than a year. 

So far 91 offenders have been 
referred to New Leaf by prison 
chaplaincies and resettlement 
teams. Their needs are assessed 
in terms of accommodation, 
alcohol, drugs, debts, benefits 
and family and resettlement 
pathways are devised. 

“We will then match them up 
with a trained volunteer mentor 
who is CRB checked who comes 
into prison and helps them put a 
plan into action for their release. 
They will pick them up on the 
day of release and that’s been 
shown to be vital. If you are 
released from prison with £50 
and no accommodation you are 



limited as to what you can do. 

“It’s about offering them a 
choice, making sure they get 
safely to their accommodation, 
get their prescription or 
whatever they need.” 

A volunteer will then meet 
with them for 12 weeks to help 
the person in practical ways, 
providing transport to 
appointments, helping them 
budget, plan healthy means and 
work out coping mechanisms. 

“It’s flexible support that 
depends on what an individual 
client needs and what level they 
are at. Mentors must be non- 
judgemental, compassionate 
and if they have a faith it means 
they bring something extra, a 
sense of hope, although the 
service is open to people of all 
faiths and none. If people want 
to support us but don’t want to 
be on the front line we are 
looking for fundraisers and 
trustees to set up an 
independent charity.” 

One mentor, Carrie Franklin, 
had been involved in prison 
Alpha, and wondered how 
offenders coped when they were 
released. 

She said: “Jesus showed 

compassion for the lost and 
vulnerable and I think that as 
Christians we too are challenged 
to love, care and be supportive 
to others in their need - whatever 
need that is. For me, supporting 
ex-offenders ties in with Matthew 
26 vs 40 and the New Leaf 
project does this beautifully.” 

To get involved call Caroline 
on 07979 855843. 



Synod agrees 2011 budget 



AN average three per cent 
increase in the parish share was 
agreed as the 2011 budget was 
approved at Diocesan Synod last 
month. 

Synod members agreed the 
budget with a small number of 
abstentions and no votes against. 
The parish share, mainly used to 
pay clergy stipends, housing and 
training, has been set as part of a 
strategy to break even in 2013. 

It was agreed against a 
backdrop of a higher than 
expected bill for stipends this 
year and a decision to not give 
diocesan staff a cost-of-living pay 
increase in 2010. The budget 
includes a freeze on clergy 
stipends in 2011. 

Presenting the budget, 
chairman of the Board of 
Finance, Brian Newey said: “A 
year ago we didn’t expect to be 
where we are now. We didn’t 
expect to be spending over 
£600,000 more on paying clergy 
than we budgeted for, because of 
an all-time low in clergy 
movements.” 

Brian told Synod members 
that since 2006, the Diocese had 



set out to live frugally, promising 
an average share increase of no 
more than 3.5 per cent up to 
2012. He hoped the Diocese’s 
finances would be bolstered by 
sales of Glebe land for 
development next year. “Glebe 
assets are used to fund clergy 
stipends, and sale proceeds must 
be invested in a way that best 
achieves that sustainably,” he 
said. 

Brian reminded synod of the 
challenges facing the Church of 
England. Nationally 20 per cent 
of stipendiary clergy are 
expected to retire over the next 
decade. It is expected they will 
be replaced by only half as many 
newly ordained successors. 

He said: “The changes are 
much more than a financial 
matter, but will have financial 
implications. With or without 
new investment income these 
challenges will have to be met. 
During the course of the next 
year we must work out some 
initial ideas, whose effect should 
begin to be felt in the 2012 
budget and which will help to 
lead to growth in the church.” 



To Pinewood and beyond 




To Pinewood and Beyond was the 
fun day which was the culmination 
of Living Faith events in Burnham 
and Slough, writes Margaret Innis. 

The celebration took place at 
Pinewood Studios, Iver Heath on 
October 3 and attracted more 
than 400 people. Regular church 
goers from throughout the 
deanery invited friends and 
neighbours to the event. 

A programme of entertainment 
demonstrating different styles of 
church worship included 
performances by SPLASH puppets 
and music from the Voice for 
Jesus band and Burnham 
Handbell Society. 

An exhibition area housed stalls 
from groups as diverse as Fairtade, 

Girls Brigade, and the Bridge ttine 
Convent. Children lined up to 
have their faces painted and took 
part in a fancy dress competition 
based on film and cartoon characters. 

The highlight of the afternoon was an insprirational talk by 
the Revd Steve Chalke MBE, UN Special Advisor on Community 
Action against Human Trafficking. He is a prominent Christian 
speaker and writer and a founder of Oasis Trust charity. His 
amusing and thought-provoking address was a fitting end to a 
great afternoon. Churches are now looking to see how to build 
on the success of this Living Faith initiative for the future. 



World Aids Day message 




AN HIV positive South African 
whose daughter died just months 
after being born has been 
building links with the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

In the run up to World Aids 
Day (December 1) Masi 
Makhalemele-Cowper, visited 
Kidlington, in Oxfordshire to 
build relationships with 
churches here. Masi, who says 
turning 40 in September was one 
of her greatest achievements. 

When she was diagnosed with 
HIV, Masi was subjected to 
domestic violence, lost her job as 



a retail manager and her home. 
Since then she has become an 
international representative of 
South African women living with 
the virus. 

She was awarded an honorary 
degree from Wits University and 
the Nelson Mandela Award for 
Health and Human Rights. Masi 
has a link with the local ACHIVA 
group and Kidlington, which has 
a special link with a parish near 
Mafikeng, in the North West 
Province of South Africa. 

Last August, with Masi’s help, 
the link opened the Moitsheki 
Health and Life Skills Centre in 
Monthshiwa. 

Speaking on a video made to 
go with the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s World Aids Day 
message, Masi said: “For the last 
six years I have been linking my 
work in South Africa with 
Church of England 

congregations. 

“I have met amazing 
congregations here and as a 
result of those meetings I’m now 
part of the Diocese of Oxford’s 
Kimberley and Kuruman link.” 



News 



IN BRIEF 



Why the cone? 




TRAFFIC cones are being used 
as the bodies of life-size puppets 
for a special nativity play at Christ 
Church Cathedral. 

Cathedral staff are busy 
making the puppets ready for the 
performance on Saturday, 
December 1 8 at 4pm. The Revd 
Canon Dr Marilyn Parry, who is 
organising the event said: “We 
are hoping to get hold of some 
cones and have 1 9 of the 
puppets at the service. It will be 
an informal event, hopefully 
suitable for parents who want a 
break from shopping in town with 
their children." 



Clergy cricket 

HAVE you just joined the Oxford 
Diocese and do you play cricket? 

If either of these questions 
applies to you, would you be 
interested in playing for the 
Diocese next season and more 
importantly touring our Link 
Diocese in Kimberley & Kuruman, 
South Africa in February 201 2 
with the Diocesan team. 

Please send your reply to 
Anthony Stevens on 
anthony.locksride@btinternet.com 
for more information. 



Restoration 

A RESTORATION project to the 
vestry and tower of St Mary’s 
Church, Chipping Norton is set 
to be completed soon. 

The £1 20,000 project, funded 
mainly by legacies and donations, 
has involved the removal of a 
redundant pipe organ and 
revealed views of a tomb 
commemorating Richard and 
Anne Croft, who died in 1502. 

Richard Croft was Lord of the 
Manor at the end of the 1 5^ 
century. This and other early 
monuments are in urgent need of 
restoration for which 
approximately £100,000 is being 
sought. 

Stable Door 

OUR next edition of the Door will 
be Stable Door , aimed at our 
regular readers as well as those 
who may be coming to church 
especially for carol services. 

There will be no Open Door 
this Christmas for cost cutting 
reasons, but if you would like 
extra copies of Stable Door, 
please email 

debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican 

.org . 

Stable Door will be delivered 
on Monday, December 1 3 ready 
to be given out in churches on 
Sunday, December 19. 
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ESV Study Bible 



The ESV Study Bible was created to help 
people understand the Bible in a deeper way— 
to understand the timeless truth of God’s 
Word as a powerful, compelling, life-changing 
reality. To accomplish this, the ESV Study Bible 
combines the best and most recent evangelical 
Christian scholarship with the highly regarded 
ESV Bible text. The result is the most compre- 
hensive study Bible ever published— with 2,752 
pages of extensive, accessible Bible resources. 

Created by an outstanding team of 95 
evangelical Christian scholars and teachers, 
the ESV Study Bible presents completely new 
study notes, maps, illustrations, charts, time- 
lines, articles, and introductions. Altogether the 
ESV Study Bible comprises 2 million words 
of Bible text, insightful explanation, teach- 
ing, and reference material— equivalent to a 
20-volume Bible resource library all contained 
in one volume. The ESV Study Bible includes 
20,000 notes, written specifically for the ESV 
Study Bible. These notes focus especially on 
understanding the meaning of the text, giv- 



ing answers to frequently raised questions, and 
providing theological, historical, and archaeolog- 
ical background— all for the purpose of helping 
readers to understand the Bible in a deeper way. 

The ESV Study Bible also provides a wealth 
of additional resources. The introductions 
to each book include essential information 
about the author, date, and place of writing; an 
extensive chart of key themes; a summa- 
ry of how the book fits in with the rest of the 
biblical storyline; a description of literary 
features; an outline of the book; and a large 
full-color map showing the setting of the book. 

Another unique feature is the inclusion of over 
50 helpful articles on topics such as the authority 
and truthfulness of the Bible, reading the Bible 
for application, the Bible in worship and prayer, 
the reliability of the biblical manuscripts, the 
relationship between archaeology and the Bible, 
an overview of biblical theology, and many more. 

Other key resources include a system of over 



80,000 cross references and an extensive con- 
cordance (which together facilitate easy loca- 
tion of important words and biblical themes). 
In addition, over 200 color charts, located 
throughout the Bible, provide clear, con- 
cise presentations of essential information. 




ESV Study Bible RRP £39.99 
St Andrew’s Bookshop 
Price £29.99!!! 

Available instore or online. 






t Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives .; ..... 



Mail Order 01494 567250 



www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 



•£< 

Exclusive 

theDoor 

Discount 



We have been serving local 
churches for over 50 years. 
Visit your local branch to find 
out how our expertise can equip 
& resource you and your church. 

Great Missenden 

61 - 65 High Street 
HP16 0AL 
01494 862168 

High Wycombe 

All Saints, 8 Castle Street 
HP13 6RF 
01494 525511 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
OX4 1AG 
01865 247567 

Witney 

31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 706429 

Wolverton 

50 Church St 
MK12 5JW 
01908 221331 



For our other branches visit 
www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 



Great Christmas Gifts 
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<? Years ^ 

Journey * 

- *<>God 



The Lord’s Prayer 
R.T. Kendall 
RRP £12.99 
Our Price £10.99 



Soul Survivor 2010 
Light the Sky 
RRP £14.99 
Our Price £13.99 



t 



A Year’s Journey 
with God by Jennifer 
Rees Larcombe 
RRP £12.99 
Our Price £10.99 



Son of Hamas 
Mosab Hassan Yousef 
RRP £8.99 
Our Price £7.99 



Ton of Worship 2 
5 CD’s packed 
with great worship 
songs only £9.99! 



New from 
Susan Boyle 
The Gift 
£12.99 



£5 
OFF! 



r 

£5 OFF any purchase 
over £25* 

Bring this voucher into your local 
St Andrew’s Bookshop to receive 
£5 off any purchase over £25. 



t 



*Terms & conditions apply. Not to be used in 
conjunction with any other offer. Valid until 
31/12/2010 



More great gift idea’s instore and online! 
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News 



Saxon church goes solar 



By Jo Duckies 



ULTRA modem solar panels have been 
installed in one of the UK’s finest Anglo 
Saxon churches. 

The £50,000 project was inspired when 
the congregation at All Saints, Wing with 
Grove in Buckinghamshire decided to 
look into becoming more 
environmentally friendly. 

They began by deciding to support 
Shrinking the Footprint , the Church of 
England’s national environmental 
campaign. 

The solar panels were inspired by St 
Denys Church, Sleaford, Lincolnshire, 
which was featured on the BBC’s Songs of 
Praise programme. The PCC asked 
former church warden Martin Findlay to 
visit Sleaford and find out more. Martin 
said: “We realised that all churches face 
east and therefore are likely to have south 
facing roofs. This is ideal for solar 
installations. 

“In light of the current global climate 
change crisis, we felt that in addition to 
praying at services for God’s creation, 
the Church should take action to reduce 
its carbon footprint.” 

The PCC began a feasibility study into 
the scheme and then began to raise 
funds, get a ‘faculty’ (special permission 
from the Diocese to carry out the work) , 
and planning permission from Aylesbury 
Vale District Council. 



This month the 54 Solar Photo Voltaic 
panels will be ready to be installed on the 
nave and south aisle roofs. 

The Church will benefit from the 
Government’s new Feed-In tariffs which 
were introduced in April 2010. Feed-In 
tariffs mean energy suppliers have to 
make regular payments to householders 
and communities who generate their 
own electricity from renewable or low 
carbon sources. It will also be able to sell 
the energy it produces to the National 
Grid. 

Martin added: “It has taken a lot of 
hard work by the PCC and the 
congregation but it has paid off and we 
are delighted that we are now in a 
position to install these solar panels. We 
are now developing plans for further 
action to become carbon neutral as soon 
as possible.” 

The Diocese of Oxford is keen to work with 
churches on projects to install solar panels. The 
criteria for solar panels are: 

1. The proposed installation site should not he 
visible from the ground. 

2. The roof structure should he assessed by a 
suitably qualified professional to ensure that it 
can carry the additional weight of the equipment. 

3. Discreet and secure space should be 
identified for the inverter equipment. 

4. The fixing of the panels must be reversible 
and must not compromise the roof covering. 

Email natalie.merry@oxford.anglican.org for 
more details. 



Meet our new Licensed Lay Ministers 









IN BRIEF 



Big build lottery funds 

GRANTS of between £100,000 and 
£500,000 are available for projects for 
buildings used for rural and urban 
community use. 

The funds are from a £65 million National 
Lottery programme that will be available 
from early December. It will be for all types 
of multi-purpose buildings used by 
communities including memorial halls, 
community centres, villaqe halls and church 
halls. 

For more information see 
www.biqlotteryfund.orq.uk or call 0845 4 
10 20 30. 

Join in music sun/ey 

MORE churches are being urged to take 
part in the Royal School of Church Music 
survey of the Diocese of Oxford. 

So far 350 out of 81 1 churches in the 
Diocese have taken part. A spokesman 
said: “If you would like to support RSCM in 
our objective of enhancing the music in our 
worship you might like to ask your church 
wardens whether they have returned the 
questionnaire and, if not, encourage them to 
do so. 

“And don’t think that your church is too 
small or too informal. Every church is 
important and the more we know about the 
Diocese the better we will be able to 
support music." A preliminary report has 
been compiled and can be found at 
www.rscm-oxford.org.uk/ (Click on the link 
in the top corner.) 



Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emett 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



SMC Ltd 

Ecclesiastical Solar Panels 



Free Electricity 

use what you make and save on bills 

25 years guaranteed income 

Feed-in-tarins on top of bill savings 

Sell back what you don't use 

generate even more income 

01367 710152 

pv@smconsult.co.uk www.smconsult.co.uk 



cornercube ltd 
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Tessa Tailor * lessa@cornercube.co.uk 
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f ^ PRINCESS CRUISES 

escape completely- 

SPECTACULAR U.S.A. CRUISE OFFERS 
FEATURING INCREDIBLE LAS VEGAS 



Mexican Rivifra 

1 2 nights departing 15 th Mar cl I 201 1 
on the Sapphire Princess 
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Panama Canal 
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PRICES FROM £21 99 



alaskan Fiords 
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For more information call Peter Coord Travel 031 

0800 0481 055 
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THE Rt Revd Colin Fletcher admitted and licensed 11 new lay ministers to work in the diocese last 
month. They are from left, Wendy Willoughby-Paul (Hermitage) Nigel Featherson (Haddenham with 
Cuddington and Kingsey and Aston Sandford), Becky Fisher (Sutton Courtenay with Appleford), Jo 
Cropp (Akeman), John Baker, (Wheatley), Alan Gibson (High Wycombe), Edna Strange, 
(Warborough), Andrew Walmsley (Akeman), Helen Wilson (Great Faringdon with Little Coxwell), 
and Suzanne Ackford (Aylesbury with Bierton and Hulcott). Bishop Colin is in the centre, and to 
his right is Sheila Lloyd who is in charge of LLM training for the Diocese. 
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Spotlight on ... 



The Door 
8c more 

The Door is just one of 
six Anglican 
newspapers published 
by 

Cornerstone Vision. 

The respected papers 
are eagerly awaited at 
churches throughout 
the Diocese. 

With churches as far 
and wide as Dorset and 
Essex, Portsmouth and 
Oxford, they reach tens 
of thousands of readers 
every month with a 
combined print run of 
over 140,000. 

Regularly carrying 
advertising for 
Christian organisations, 
charities, local shops, 
holiday providers and 
much more they could 
provide a great vehicle 
for your goods or 
services. 

Advertise in just one 
paper or across the 
group, we’ve got a deal 
that would work for 
you. 

Contact the 
Cornerstone team on 
01752 225623 to see 

how we can help. 




vision 



Spiritual refreshment 



As part of our focus on 
Sustaining the Sacred 
Centre in 2010, Sarah 
Meyrick reports from a new 
retreat centre in Spain. 

j 

I IVIMfifl nfl SUSTAINING THE 

Living (|y| sacred centre 

I 

I f your idea of going on retreat is 
a cold cell, a narrow bed and 
institutional food, then 
LosOlivos in southern Spain may 
not be for you. If, on the other 
hand, warm sunshine, comfortable 
bedrooms, generous hospitality and an 
intriguing programme appeals, it just 
might be. 

LosOlivos is an eco-centre set in 20 
acres of national park in the foothills of 
the Sierra Nevada in Andalucia. It is 
Spain’s first Christian Art and Spirituality 
Retreat Centre, and formally opens in 
January 2011. LosOlivos is the brainchild 
of the Revd Dani Munoz-Trivino, until 
the end of 2009 Team Vicar of Marlow, 
and Guy Wynter, who has a business 
background. 

They have spent most of this year 
restoring and fitting out the 200-year-old 
hacienda and devising the programme, 
which includes photography and 
Flamenco, stone carving and cookery as 
well as more traditional retreat weeks. 
Some of the course leaders will be 
familiar to readers: Bishop Stephen 
Cottrell, Archdeacon Karen Gorham and 
the Revd Ernesto Lozada. 

“One of the things that triggered this 
project is the fact that both of us have 
been involved in art and spirituality 
projects in our churches in the UK, as 
part of the Emerging Church scene,” 
says Dani. “I’d been on retreat a couple 
of times to lovely places, but they were 
fairly basic. We found ourselves thinking, 
‘wouldn’t it be amazing if there was a 
place people could go and have a more 
holistic experience, and explore their 
faith through creative courses’.” 

They turned to Spain for the perfect 
location: somewhere beautiful, 
reasonably accessible, and close to cities 
of historic interest. A retreat offers a 
wonderful opportunity to step off the 
treadmill. After a personally difficult six 
months, a few days’ breathing space and 
spiritual refreshment was just what the 
doctor ordered. So using up the last few 
days of my annual leave, I joined a short 
taster programme in October to sample 
elements from the programme. 

The experience begins with a warm 
welcome from our hosts. The nine 
rooms are simply furnished but 
individually decorated and extremely 
comfortable. If you want peace, there 
are 20 acres of almond and olive 
orchards to lose yourself in. 

LosOlivos is designed to be carbon 
neutral, and all heating and power is 
generated from renewable energy 
sources. The centre works with Climate 
Stewards to offset the carbon generated 
by guests’ travel. The days are framed by 
morning and evening prayer in the 
chapel, and afternoons are designed to 
be quiet. Our first activity is a taste from 




“Sea and Sierra”, a photographic and 
walking week. The tutor is Guy, who 
takes us through some basics of 
composition, before leading us into the 
mountains with our cameras. Later we 
download our pictures and share the 
fruit of our morning. It becomes clear 
that not only have our skills improved, 
but we’ve gained something by so 
carefully considering the landscape 
(which is stunning) . 

We’ve noticed more detail over the 
morning; changes in the position of the 
moon and the fall of a shadow. And 
we’ve slowed down. Later in the day we 
spend some time exploring the 
spirituality of San Juan de la Cruz (St 
John of the Cross) . Dani explains that, 
for the Spanish, his writings hold an 
equivalent importance to Shakespeare’s. 
He spent an important part of his life in 
Andalucia where he completed one of 
his best known works, The Dark Night of 
the Soul. Under Dani’s direction, we 
contemplate one of his poems. 

The following day brings the most 
hilarity, when our small group is set the 
task of harvesting almonds. The process 
involves spreading nets beneath the 
trees, bashing the branches and 
gathering nuts in baskets. There’s a two- 
fold purpose: LosOlivos offers low-cost 
eco-weeks, harvesting olives (in 
February) and almonds (October), so we 
are indeed piloting an activity; but we 
are also gathering a vital ingredient for 
lunch. Playing we might be but it’s 
satisfying to be so close to nature. 

The final activity involves a cookery 



lesson: how to make a Spanish paella. 
The almonds need shelling, blanching 
and peeling for the accompanying salad. 
Our tutor (Dani) is an inspired cook and 
the paella is delicious; we find that here 
is something about cooking and sharing 
a meal together that’s wonderfully 
restorative to the soul. Overall, the time 
has been inspiring, enjoyable and 
refreshing - and a chance to delight in 
God’s goodness. 

To find out more about LosOlivos, see 
www.haciendalosolivos.org or phone 
01865 600698 (UK rates). As a special 
introductory offer, the first ten people 
to apply can have two FREE nights in 
addition to any four-night booked course 
or retreat. Just quoteLOSOUVOSDOOR 
when booking. 



Sarah Meyrick is Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of Oxford. 




The Retreat Association provides a useful introduction and a list of retreat centres on 
its website: www.retreats.org.uk or phone 01494 433004. You may also like to 
consider the Quiet Garden Trust, www.quietgarden.co.uk or phone 01494 434873. 
Places offering retreats or quiet days within the diocese include: 

All Saints Convent, Oxford www.asspoxford.org 01865 249127 
Begbroke Priory www.csjb.org.uk 01865 855320 
Burnham Abbey, Bucks www.burnhamabbey.org 01628 604080 
Community of St Clare, Freeland, Witney 01 993 881 225 

Community of St Mary the Virgin, Wantage www.csmvonline.org.uk 01 235 763141 
The Carpenter’s Workshop www.thecarpentersworkshop.org.uk 

Douai Abbey Upper Woolhampton, nr Reading www.douaiabbey.org.uk 01 18 971 5300 

St Ethelwolds House Abingdon www.ethelwoldhouse.org.uk 01 235 555486 

St Katharine’s, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames www.srpf.org.uk 01494 881037 

Sisters of the Love of God, Oxford www.slg.org.uk 01865 721301 

Stanton House, Stanton St John www.stantonhouse.org.uk 01865 358807 

The Abbey Sutton Courtenay www.theabbey.uk.com 01 235 847401 

The Well at Willen, Milton Keynes www.thewellatwillen.org.uk 01908 242190 

Christ Church Cathedral in Oxford is holding regular Quiet Days. Details will be printed in 
Doorpost. For more information call 01865 276214 or email precentor@hotmail.co.uk 
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Family 



Working together to improve children 

Emma Owen reports on a project in Wokingham that is 
helping a school, church and a community to work together to 
improve the lives of young children. 



F amilies who may be facing 

debt, eviction and relationship 
problems are among those who 
are being helped by support 
worker, Sue Maguire. Sue 
works with families of children from All 
Saints CE Primary School on the 
Norreys Estate. 

Sue is employed by Parents and 
Children Together, PACT, a family 
support charity with close links to the 
Diocese of Oxford. Although many 
churches employ a youth worker in their 
communities, PACT believes that 
engaging with the parents of younger 
children can be effective at improving 
their home and school lives and 
subsequently broadens horizons in later 
life. 

Sue said: “Initially parents approached 
me for help regarding child behaviour 
issues but once I got to know families I 
realised that most had more serious 
concerns such as debt, eviction and 
relationship problems. I set up a coffee 
morning in school and soon had a few 
families coming on a regular basis and 
this number grew over the year. We have 
visits from health visitors, nursery staff, 
housing officers and teaching staff 
which really helped to break down the 
barriers between families and the 
school. 

“I believe my role has enabled families 
to engage more with school activities 
and to know that, when they have a 
concern, they can come and talk to me 
about it rather than letting it escalate. 
The parents have someone who is not 
employed by the school to talk to in 
confidence and the pupils know they 
can come and have a chat about 
friendship issues or other problems.” 

The issues Sue typically helps with are 
emotional support, child behaviour, 



drug and alcohol dependency, parents 
in prison, benefits, housing and 
signposting to other groups, 
organisations or local amenities. Her 
role is funded for three years by a legacy 
left to All Saint’s Church by a 
benefactor, Eric Rands, who wanted the 
money to be spent in the community. 

She said: “It is a unique role as my 
work is focused on some of the most 
vulnerable families of about 250 
children. PACT, in partnership with the 
school and church, aims to address the 
needs of the children, their parents and 
extended families and social networks 

“Sometimes even supporting a family 
to take small steps can have a dramatic 
effect. Lots of little things are happening 
all the time which, when they come 
together, make a big difference.” 

‘ Sometimes even supporting 
a family to take small steps 
can have a dramatic effect. ’ 



The partnership is now working hard 
to try and ensure this vital service can 
continue when the legacy funding runs 
out next year. 

Sue said: “I don’t know what would 
happen if I wasn’t there, but they do tell 
me how much they appreciate what I do. 
The most important part of the role is 
spending time with the families. In the 
summer holidays we have picnics in the 
park. It is rewarding to empower parents 
to identify the things they want to 
change to give their children the chance 
of a more stable home environment, of 
finishing school, getting an education 
and instilling the ambition to do 
something with their lives.” 



Michael Beasley, Director of Mission 
at the Diocese of Oxford said: “This 
project has been a success in terms of 
catching the families when their 
children are very young and helping 
them to engage with their community in 
a way that makes a difference to all their 
lives. Sue has had a considerable impact 
on the life of the school and its local 
community. 

“Her work has led to reductions in 
conflict in the playground. Parents are 
increasingly enabled to engage more 
constructively with issues concerning 
their child’s education, and some have 
now asked for literacy classes in order to 
help children with their homework. 
Another of Sue’s successes has been to 
enable increased uptake of holiday 
schemes meaning that children are not 
on the streets during vacations. I would 
urge other churches to consider how 
working with a partner such as PACT 
can be an important part of local 
mission.” 

The Revd Canon David Hodgson, of 
All Saints Church, said: “This 
demonstrates how leaving a legacy can 
make such a difference. Eric Rands 
would be proud to know his generosity 
has had such an impact across 
generations. If other funding can be 



’s lives 




sourced, or churches can find the 
resources to support it themselves, it is 
well worth the investment.” 

PACT will be celebrating its 1 00^ birthday 
in 201 1 and is inviting people to support its 
work by becoming a Friend of PACT. 




For more details see 

www.pactcharity.org. 



Teigan’s story 

When Teigan first approached Sue for support she had concerns about the 
behaviour of her three children. 

After spending time with Teigan, Sue could see that there were other issues 
that made it hard for her to cope with managing routines for the children. She 
had relationship problems and serious debt issues that she had ignored for a 
long time. 

Sue put her in touch with Christians Against Poverty and hopes Teigan will be 
able to pay off her debts within two years. 

Her eldest child has been assessed in school and now attends the nurture 
group which offers small group support. Her second child had speech and 
language difficulties but, since attending nursery, this has improved 
considerably. Teigan used to struggle to keep her house tidy and clean but now 
has a good routine at home. She is saving to pay off her rent arrears so that she 
can put her name on a housing transfer list. 



Countdown to Christmas with Timothy Bear - a childrens story for Advent 



I t was getting to the end of November. 
Timothy already knew that Christmas 
comes in December. Mrs Bear was 
even working on her Christmas card list. 
Christmas had just been mentioned at 
school when Miss Read started to talk 
about putting on a Christmas play. The 
older children were performing a play 
about a boy called Oliver. 

Miss Read had told her class that the 
boy’s full name was Oliver Twist and he 
was an orphan. He had to live with other 
children who had no one to look after 
them, in an orphanage. ‘Look out,’ said 
Miss Read, ‘for the bossy head of the 
orphanage, and look out for the main 
food served to the children. It’s a weak 
mixture of porridge that looks a bit like 
pale gravy and is called gruel.’ 

The choir sang a song called Food, 
glorious food. It was a song that imagined 
lots of tasty foods to compare with the 
gruel. Timothy’s imagination ran riot 
with the song. ‘Cold jelly and custard...’ 
and Mrs Bear’s honey crumble and ice 
cream. He could dream about all the 



Christmas treats that awaited him, 
dreams that would become real. 

Timothy rubbed his tummy in 
anticipation — a tummy that bulged a bit 
too much already. Mum had already 
mentioned that he shouldn’t become 
too tubby. 

By this time, Oliver was moving 
towards the boy playing the man in 
charge. ‘Please, sir,’ asked Oliver, ‘I 
want some more.’ 

‘More?!’ exploded the large man. 
Timothy Bear was left wondering if some 
people were still around who existed on 
drab food like gruel. He thought again 
about his tubby tummy and his need to 
do something about it. Then it suddenly 
hit him. He would give up sweets and 
honey until Christmas came. He really 
would. 

At home that evening, Mrs Bear has 
something for him. He had completely 
forgotten that it was the time for Advent 
calendars. ‘These were the only ones 
left in the shop,’ confessed Mrs Bear. 
‘They have a wrapped chocolate surprise 



behind each picture. ‘Oh no!’ sighed 
Timothy, paw going to his mouth. ‘I’ve 
given up sweets till Christmas.’ He 
explained what he had decided during 
the play at school. 

‘Good,’ said Mrs Bear. You can keep 
the chocolates in Grandma’s tin until 
you decide what to do with them.’ What 
a good idea! The next morning it was 
very hard for Timothy not to unwrap his 
chocolate. Mum produced Grandma’s 
tin and smiled encouragement as 
Timothy popped the chocolate in the 
tin. He’d already had his favourite cereal 
for breakfast and didn’t feel hungry at 
all. ‘How things have changed since the 
days of Oliver Twist,’ thought Timothy 
to himself. 

Advent Prayer 

Dear Lord Jesus, Advent is all about 
getting ready for your coming into the 
world. Help us to celebrate the joy of your 
birth each day this Advent Amen 

This is an edited extract from Countdown to 
Christmas with Timothy Bear, by Brian Sears. 
Reproduced with permission of Barnabas. 



Win a book of bedtime stories 

THE Door has 
three copies of 
Countdown to 
Christmas with 
Timothy Bear, 
by Brian Sears, 
to give away. 

To stand a 
chance of 
winning simply 
send your name 
and address to 
Diocesan 
Church House, 

North Hinksey 
Lane, Oxford, 

OX2 0NB to reach us no later than Friday, 
December 3. 

To see more Christmas books for children 
see www.brfonline.co.uk. BRF’s Christmas 
campaign is to donate 1 0 per cent of the 
cover price of all books sold to 
Compassion’s child survival programme. The 
programme supports mothers in developing 
countries, helping them to ensure their 
children survive the early years when they are 
most vulnerable to disease and malnutrition. 
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The Son is a proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising 
newspaper which aims to 
put Jesus back at the 
centre of society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read tabloid style, 
based on the UK's biggest 
circulation newspapers, The 
Son is an ideal tool to reach 
everyone. 

As well as up-to-the-minute 
news, showbiz and sport from 
the paper, we bring you some 
uplifting testimonies and 
insight from The Son's brilliant 
team of columnists. 

The Christmas edition of The 
Son is available now and 
includes stories on Mandy 
Smith, Sinitta, Gary Busey, 
Asamoah Gyan, Clint 
Dempsey, Ugo Monye and 
many more. 

It's an ideal tool for outreach. 
Why not use The Son to 
reach your 
community? 

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk 
or call The Son hotline on 
01752 225623. 

'Enjoyed the paper - looks 
great. Well done!' 

J eremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 

The Son. 
We love him! 



Feature 



Church: accc 



Ensuring disabled people can feel part of Christian communities is not about the law but about 
the Gospel. Jo Duckies reports on how the Diocese can support churches in helping them 
become accessible and on meeting the spiritual needs of the disabled. 



nsuring disabled people can 
feel part of church 
communities is not about the 
law but about the Gospel. 
While it’s important that 
churches do as much as possible to 
abide by disability legislation regarding 
access, it’s more important that they are 
making an effort to get to welcome in 
people with a range of disabilities. 

To help with this, the Diocese of 
Oxford has appointed Wendy Bryant as 
a disability adviser. Earlier this year she 
wrote the document Welcome, Inclusion, 
Respect - A commitment to a church open to 
all. Wendy says: ‘You can’t just talk about 
‘disabled people.’ You can have 20 
people with different levels of 
impairment living very different lives 
and maybe some not considering 
themselves as disabled. 

“When people think about disability 
they often think about wheelchair access 
but 20 per cent of the population are 
disabled and only seven to eight per 
cent of disabled people are wheelchair 
users. 



1 From one perspective there's 
no such thing as a disabled- 
person. ’ 



“It’s about moving on from making 
churches accessible and looking at what 
disabled people can contribute in 
different ways. From one perspective 
there is no such thing as a disabled 
person.” 

A big part of Welcome, Inclusion, Respect 
is about how to include people with 
disabilities in normal church life, taking 
the time to build relationships with 
them. 

“Many people who may be disabled 



want to be welcomed and valued for who 
they are. They may not want to be made 
a special case because of their disability,” 
says Wendy. 

“For some groups with very specific 
conditions, such as deaf people or 
people with learning disabilities, 
specialist churches or congregations 
have been developed so that they 
worship in a place that meets their 
particular need. 

“Our chaplains among deaf people 
have served these communities for many 
years. The church is also trying to move 
on and make its mainstream ministry 
more accessible and more inclusive, so 
that we can all be involved in Christian 
life together.” 

For those churches who are wanting to 
think about how they can be more open 
or accessible to people with disabilities, 
the diocese is offering an access audit 
which Wendy and her team of volunteers 
can carry out. 

The Revd Helen O’Sullivan, Assistant 
Curate in the Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston 
Rowan t and Crowell Benefice, had an 
audit carried out at St Andrew’s, 

Chinnor. She says: “It was carried out by 
a marvellous group of people who were 
incredibly practical. Sometimes your 
best intentions, (for example, making 
sure someone in a wheelchair can sit at 
the front so that they can see properly) 
might not be the best thing to do. 

Maybe they would prefer to sit half way 
down the church with their friends, so it 
would be helpful to make sure people in 
wheelchairs can sit in the main body of 
the church.” 

The group also suggested signage be 
improved, which was a simple, low-cost 
exercise that Helen said the church did 
using picture frames they found in 
storage. “Our church is open all the 
time during the week, but if you go to 
the west door it is locked. We put signs 



up advising people to go to the north 
door. 

“If you are local and know the church 
that’s fine, you’ll know where to go, but 
without the signs, someone visiting for a 
funeral, or just coming to see the 
church, wouldn’t know where to get in. 

“That was tremendously helpful 
because when you come to the church 
you are used to it and don’t see it 
through the eyes of visitors.” 

Another suggestion was changing the 
place where Holy Communion is 
distributed. Helen says: “The High Altar 
is at the end of a very long, narrow 
chancel, with the choir singing on both 
sides. I think the person who suggested 
changing this was thinking about 
someone on the autistic spectrum 
finding it threatening or intimidating, 
but it could be difficult to come to 
communion for anyone who is feeling a 
bit shy, vulnerable or wobbly. “We want 
to give people the message that they are 
welcome and we want them to come to 
the altar.” 

One item Helen says she would love to 
remove from the church is a huge 
wooden lectern, carved in the shape of 
an eagle, which she has nicknamed Big 
Bird. She says: “It is very beautiful and 
was a generous gift, the problem is it’s 
huge and obscures people who are 
reading. It makes it harder to hear 
people, and means it’s difficult for 
anyone with hearing problems to lip 
read.” 

Wendy would be really pleased to hear 
from anyone interested in finding out 
more. To contact her email 
wendy.bryant@oxford.anglican.org. 

[•IMIlfll 



Welcome, Inclusion, Respect can be 
downloaded from 

www.oxford.anglican.org/social- 

justice/just-care/welcome-inclusion- 

respect.html 



The Equality Act 



Over recent years we have become familiar with the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA), which gave us a broad definition of 
“disability" and introduced measures to improve access to services 
for disabled people. The Equality Act, which came into force on 1st 
October supercedes the DDA, as it contains all the measures of that 
law, in addition to some new ones. 

The Equality Act has had some criticism for being “political 
correctness gone mad" but it is important to understand that its 
purpose is to outlaw discrimination against people who may be at 
risk of being marginalised or treated unfairly. In relation to disability, 
changes include new provisions on direct discrimination; 
discrimination arising from disability; harassment; victimisation, and 
indirect discrimination. The act introduces new measures relating to 
discrimination by association. There are significant changes to the 
law around questions which can be asked about disability or health 
conditions during recruitment, which are important for churches to 
understand if they are employing administrators, musicians, youth 
workers etc. Further information is available from 
www.equalities.gov.uk or the www.edf.org.uk. 



Coming soon: The Joy Place 



T HE J.O.Y. Place is a new ministry, set to launch this month 
at St Andrew’s Church, Oxford. It aims to provide a place 
for people with learning disabilities and their friends and 
families to find loving support and a safe environment for 
nurturing a growing knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 

J.O.Y stands for Jesus, Others and You. It aims to be a place 
where Jesus is worshipped by you through Bible teaching, 
singing, prayer and fellowship. The meetings take place on the 
first Sunday of every month 2.30 to 3.15pm, with tea and 
biscuits afterwards. 

Anita Saunders, who works with learning disabled people, is 
one of the leaders. She said: “My husband and I got together 
with another couple who wanted to start something and now we 
just want to make sure people hear about it and come. We’ve 
been dropping flyers off at day centres to let people know 
about it.” 

For more information see www.joyplace.org.uk. 
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ssible to all? 




hen speech and language 
therapist Margaret Parker 
retired she knew she didn’t 
want to throw away 35 years of skills and 
experience. 

So she contacted disability charity 
Prospects about how she could help 
people with learning disabilities in 
church. That was 14 years ago and since 
then Margaret and her husband Dennis 
have founded Tuesday Special at 
Greyfriars, Reading - a congregation of 
up to 50 people with learning disabilities 
and often their carers. 

“At first we advertised it and nothing 
happened. We sat there and no one 
came. Then the manager of a trust for 
people with learning disabilities brought 
some people along. There were four or 
five of us in a small room, using 
resources from Causeway Prospects. 

“From that moment on we began to 
see that if we presented things really 
clearly and simply that actually people’s 
spiritual sides were really there. 

“It was amazing. There were people 
I’d been involved with in my 
professional career and I’m ashamed to 
tell you I thought there was nothing 
there and I suddenly saw in their eyes 
and bodies something most 
remarkable.” 

They began to adapt Makaton, a 
simplified form of sign language used to 
help people with learning disabilities, 
for spiritual expressions and now have a 
DVD containing 17 worship songs using 
simple language and simple tunes.” 



The meetings start with refreshments 
and go on to prayer and worship and a 
talk involving drama or a fun activity. 
Dennis says: “We are amazed how keen 
they are to suggest things we need to 
pray for. Some of them are really getting 
the gift of praying. We then have more 
worship and close with a cold drink. The 
evening starts at 7.15pm and is so 
popular that some of the carers are even 
staying to enjoy worship. We have more 
carers than is necessary and some of 
them ask us some deep questions. 

Margaret added: “A lot of the people 



we get have been to Sunday School and 
it’s astounding what they learnt there. I 
wish the Sunday School teachers, who 
probably thought nothing had gone in, 
could see the results of their work.” 



Pictured above is a celebration held by 
Reading based disability charity Prospects. 
Prospects aims to help provide Christian 
teaching to groups for people with learning 
disabilities. Tuesday Special was set up with 
the help of Prospects. For more information 
see www.prospects.org.uk. 



* 

* 
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Award winning 
church furniture makers 



Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01 934 61 81 11 
Emaikinfo@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 



| www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk | 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoamxo.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD1210 




MFI ROSE BOOKS 

Established 1969 

SFFKSNFW 
MANUSCRIPTS IN 
AH SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 

StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: info (a)mel rosebooks.co.uk 




Is there a place for me ? 



HE main hall at Church Mission 
Society was packed with parents, 
carers, clergy and professionals 
who work with people with learning 
disabilities during the conference Is 
There a Place for Me? 

The event, organised by Diocesan 
Disability Adviser Wendy Bryant, started 
with an address by Hazel Morgan, of the 
Foundation for People with Learning 
Disabilities, and Pat Charlesworth, who 
herself has a learning disability. Pat was 
included on an advisory committee to 
the Spirituality Programme at the 
Foundation. 

Please do not assume that if 
people do not have words 
they do not have feelings. ’ 



Pat was asked about how churches can 
include people with learning disabilities. 
She said: “An individual church needs 
to get to know people with learning 
disabilities and find out from them what 
it is like for them to come to church; 
how well do they understand? Do they 
feel part of it? Everybody will be 
different and will need different 
support. 



“The church leaders might need to 
think about how they communicate - 
for example using plain language, large 
print. Sometimes people need pictures 
or objects. 

“Churches need to provide practical 
and emotional support. Please do not 
assume that if people do not have words 
they do not have feelings. People should 
be actively encouraged to be more fully 
members of the church if they want to. 
They might want to involve people in 
being servers, doing the readings, 
welcoming, doing the collection. 

“It is important not to assume that 
people can’t do things. They need to 
make sure the person can understand 
the teaching: for example, when they 
are confirmed.” 

She called on churches to take a 
leading role in tackling the lack of 
understanding that exists about the lives 
of people with learning disabilities. She 
says: “We should be treated as people 
first. Each diocese should have a group 
of people with learning disabilities 
working with the church to make things 
more equal.” 

Hazel pointed out that Article Nine of 
the Human Rights Act 1998 states that 
people should have freedom of religious 
expression. She says: “We held a seminar 
on religion and spirituality. One young 
man said he went to church when he 



was living with his family but when he 
moved into a residential home there was 
no one to take him. In contrast, Sally, 
aged 27, had two staff where she lived 
each week. She was included and she 
was able to hand out books at the door.” 
Hazel outlined research carried out in 
1999 that revealed how important 
spirituality was to people with learning 
disabilities, highlighting how church 
attendance promoted emotional well 
being. This report also considered the 
importance of full inclusion in society. 
Listening to people’s spiritual needs was 
crucial in seeking to overcome 
injustice,” she added. 

Key points: 

•Get to know people and ask them 
what they want and need 

•Make sure that you communicate in a 
way that is good for the person 

•Make sure the church is acccessible 
and friendly 

•Enable people to contribute in a way 
they would like 

•Enable people with learning 
disabilities to have a voice for the 
diocese 

•Fight with them for social justice. 



Independent Examination of Annual 

Charily and P.C.C. accounts. 

Qualified Examiner available 
(Fellow of the Association of Charity 
InriepRnrlRnl hxaminRnsj. 

Modest fees . 

Generous time given. 

K hVc! . A. A. Ctftmflnta. IrI: 01257 271762 

E-mail: fr_alan@btlntemet.com 



NEW 

AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION. 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL, 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 




Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 



Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 



DEACONS NURSERY 



Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 



Emai I : inf o@deacDnsnurseryfruitscD.uk 
or visit our website 



www.deaconsnurseryfruitsco.uk 



Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



Ellel Ministries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 
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looking forward to that 
well earned holiday 

With Christmas fast approaching it’s time to start 
thinking about next year’s holidays. 

There are plenty of early-bird teaser offers from the big 
travel companies but if you are planning to book with a 
smaller holiday provider - such as a bed and breakfast or a 
villa in the Mediterranean - you should ensure that you 
reserve your holiday as early as possible to avoid 
disappointment. 



However, even before the summer there’s time for a winter 
break or a week in the springtime in the UK. 



Walking holidays are great, particularly in the springtime 
and early summer before the schools break up. With fewer 
people around there is always the opportunity to spot birds 
and wildlife as you walk. 

If the weather does take a turn for the worse there are 
plenty of places still open to visit from cathedrals to stately 
homes and ruins. 




Holidays 
At Home 



St tves Carnma It 

Until May l il 2011 

Shore off season breaks In etwy Generally beared 
fidK'rrn.uit mcia^r- in riw rrnrrr- oF hr^urifiiE Sr Ivr*. 



ONLY £\2Q for 1 nights for 2 people 

£35 per night for additional nighci 



Includes Parking, C. Heating, Bed linen 
Tel Alec: 01736 7950S3 ur 07970 737067 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



MK*' lu' c Wc ff 

Hi ‘ .smML 


. , V.' ; 

8 [T5 1 1 jnt.’u ! idp 1 

W d&tbr 


LBS 

corns 


An elegant house on (ho bemufat 
island of Gwmisey, with storming 
vie u-'i ojfiettBy Jethou and Sark 

For more details visit our website 
wmv, lescotils.com, w 
triephnae 914X1 727793 



If you are travelling abroad check the validity of your 
passports at least one month before departing on your holiday 
If you have less than six months validity it 
is advisable to re-new. With a month to 
spare you would have time to process this. 

The weight allowance on flights, 
especially holiday charters, appears to be 
decreasing as the years go by, with 15kgs 
being the norm more often than not. 
Therefore, when you are purchasing your 
next set of cases it would make sense to buy 
a 'lightweight'cloth style case, or sports bag, 
which weigh very little. The solid plastic 
'Bubble Cases' although sturdier, can weigh 
up to 5kgs on their own. 

The weight allowance saved by changing 
your cases will give you extra for those all 
important additional items of clothing. It 
is also possible to buy ‘hand held’ suitcase 
scales to avoid any embarrassing unpacking 
at check in! 

When dressing for your flight 
remember to avoid wearing big heavy 
shoes, belts or hats. These have to be 
removed whilst going through security and 
slow you down if you are late for your 
flight, which could result in you missing it! 



Ctentock 

Anneth Lowen, a North Cornish Holiday 
Cottage. Sleeps 7 plus cot. 8 minutes 
walk from beach. Great for families, 
art groups, walkers. Available all year. 
Short breaks or holidays. 

See website for details 
www.crantockholidayhome.org.uk 
or call 01494 528305. 



Dartmouth 

PL VON 

t ill H II INN wri'i'. .It I £ h 

Pnrt I Torn 

t iF fhL ^IrirTLT! foul . 

voniF. 

mrFHOfir 
OH O 727*1 1+7*1 



FOR FAMILY AND CHURCH HOLIDAYS • CONFERENCES 
COACH HOLIDAYS HOME & ABROAD • SPECIAL INTEREST 




Norfolk 



SALTBURN, 

North Yorkshire 
BrockleyHati 

01237 622 329 

kiDddeiihalli'cihuMg.ak 



- OVERSTRAND, 



• •--=>£ jjie nessaunce 

i- ' 01263 579 212 



HispLea£-aunce£ ; Lfil£..G rg.uk 



SELF CATERING 
BUNGALOW 

The PieSsaunce, Norfolk 

01263 579 212 

ihspLeasauntcv^ teftc .eig.u If 



RH0S ON SEA, 

North Wales 
St Winifreds 

01492 544 123 

sLwIinllrKlsIfr cane-0 rg.ufc 



CHRISTIAN 

HOLIDAY 




Details and brochure: 31 Westminster Drive, 
CheacUe Hutme, Cheshire SKS 7QX 

0161 440 7204 

PROVIDING CHRISTIAN HOLIDAYS FOR OVER 100 YEARS 
Visit our website: www.christianholidays.co.uk 




Lanzarcte 

Pl^a Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 
Budget Ryan Air 
flights now 
available 

Td 01454260619 

vtAAAA/larEarctB^lladiatcDLk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 

Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 




Ins u ra nc e 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 



Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 
superb annual MULTI trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 



No Max Age Limit For Single Trip Cover 
max 1 year duration & up tolOk cancellations. 
For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.SA. 





H 



Hi Autosave. 



how can I help you?” 

For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 




Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any modal 
Great prices, great savings 
Part exchange welcome 
Finance available 



' ■‘.■/At a*r 5* ■' TT 



CALL 0845 122 6902 3 UtOS3Ve f 

OR VISIT: WWW.AUTOSAVE.CO.UK **-..'.... 4 -. 



To advertise in 
The Door 
Gall 01752 225623 




Wilh supported housing and nursing care, the Church 
of England Pensions Board provides security and peace 
of mind in retirement to I hose who have given I heir 
lives lo wards helping cithers in (he mum oY Christ, 
including Clergy Widows and Licensed Lay Workers. 

We rely till ihiimthms find legfieies In eonlimie this 
much needed work. 

PI. FASH HF1.P US TN ANY WAY YOU CAN 



The Church of England Pensions Board (td 12 / io) 
FRF.FPOST aoa, LONDON SWlP ITS 
Tel: 0 IQ 7898 1UUU 
Web: wvvvvAepLoTg.uk/appeals 
Prmlih enf| 1.1 i riex W p L C -1 1 F- e, org. 1 1 k 

Kcgisltrcd Chsinly Number: 236627 
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The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in December 2010. 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is 26 November 2010. 
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Performance of ‘On Angel Wngs’ at Christ Church Cathedral on 19 December 



Communion at 1 0.1 5am Details 



WEDNESDAY 1 DECEMBER 



EARLEY: Reading Vocations 
Fellowship meeting at St Nicolas 
Church, Earley RG6 7JN from 
7.45pm to 9.30pm. ‘The work of a 
hospital/hospice chaplain’ by The 
Revd Rachel Wadey. Details 01 865 
208291. 

FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 



PRESTWOOD: Holy Trinity Church, 
HP1 6 OHJ ‘From Power to Prison to 
Peace’ at 7.30pm. An evening with 
Jonathan Aitken (former Cabinet 
Minister, MP and ex-prisoner). Tickets 
£5 from 01 494 863627. 

OXFORD: St Giles are holding 
weekly Taize worship on Fridays from 
1 .1 5pm - 1 .45pm. All welcome. 

SATURDAY 4 DECEMBER 



AYLESBURY: St Mary’s Church are 
holding their Christmas musical 
evening at 7.30pm. Tickets from 
01296 437641. 

WITNEY: ‘Nativity News’ - a 
Christmas concert with a wide range 
of seasonal music at The 
Congregational Church, Witney 
0X28 6JF at 7.30pm and on Sunday 
5 December at 6.30pm. Details 
01993 771452. 

MILTON KEYNES: Music and 
Message with Steve Clifford at The 
Church of the Servant King, Furzton, 
MK4 1 NA. Details www.musicand 
message.org.uk 

WINKFIELD: ‘Voices, Bells and 
Instruments at Christmas’ - A 
celebration of Christmas to be held at 
St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm. Details 
01344 882918. 

GREAT MISSENDEN: Countdown 
to Christmas’ presented by Great 
Missenden Choral Society at the 
Parish Church at 7.30pm. Details 
and tickets from 01 494 863581 . 

OXFORD: ‘Christmas Concert for 
Heroes’. Christ Church Cathedral 
charity concert in aid of the SSAFA 
(soldiers, sailors, airmen and families 
association) at 8pm. Details 02920 
230 130. 

MONDAY 6 DECEMBER 



OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral - 
Kimmie Rhodes Christmas Concert 
at 8pm. Tickets from 01 865 305305. 

TUESDAY 7 DECEMBER 



OXFORD: The Council of Christians 



Courses & special events 

GLOBAL LINKS AND SHARING IN 
MISSION: This day is part of the 
Continuing Ministerial Development 
programme and will be held on 1 
December at Diocesan Church 
House. The day is for anyone whose 
church has world links - or would like 
them. It offers a chance to think 
theologically and practically about 
how we share in the life of churches 
in other parts of the world - and how 
this sharing in key to our mission and 
theirs. Details and booking form from 
jeni.hobbs@oxford.anglican.org 

INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE: 

This course aims to help participants 
read the Bible with more 



and Jews are holding a film night and 
discussion at 7.30pm at Oxford 
Jewish Centre, Richmond Road, 
Oxford. Details 01865 343309. 

WEDNESDAY 8 DECEMBER 



TILE HURST: St Mary Magdalen are 
holding a Christmas concert with the 
Reading Concert Singers at 7.30pm. 
Details 01 18 9425290. 

THURSDAY 9 DECEMBER 



ALDERMASTON: The York Nativity 
Play will be performed in St Mary the 
Virigin Church at 8pm. Also at 8pm 
on 10 December and 7pm on 1 1 and 
1 2 December. Email nativity201 0@ 
hotmail.co.uk for free tickets. 

SATURDAY 11 DECEMBER 



CHALGROVE: Christmas Concert by 
Commotio at St Mary’s Church at 
7.30pm. Details 01 865 890392. 

WEDNESDAY 15 DECEMBER 



READING: St Agnes are holding a 
Christmas concert with the Reading 
Concert Singers at 7.30pm. Details 
0118 9425290. 

FRIDAY 17 DECEMBER 



FINGEST: Hambledon Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 



understanding and confidence. It 
will provide an overview of both Old 
and New Testaments, and an 
introduction to some of the different 
kinds of material that they contain. 
The course is essential for those 
studying on the Oxford LMP and for 
LLMs in training, and will be helpful 
for those who are authorised to 
preach. It will also be of interest to 
anyone who is interested in finding 
out more about the Bible. Various 
venues and various dates - begins in 
January (1 0 sessions all begin at 
7.1 5pm - 9.30pm). Details and 
booking form from sheila. 
townsend@oxford.anglican.org 



01491 571231. 

SUNDAY 19 DECEMBER 



ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church are 
holding a carol service at 4.30pm. 

OXFORD: St Andrew’s Church, 
Linton Road are having Carols by 
Candlelight at 5pm and 7.30pm. 
Details 01 865 31 4849. 

OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
are hosting a performance of Michael 
Morpurgo’s Christmas story ‘On 
Angel Wings' at 2.30pm. Tickets 
from 01 865 305305. 

TILE HURST: St Mary Magdalen are 
holding a Christmas carol service at 
6pm. 

FRIDAY 24 DECEMBER 



ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church are 
holding a Christingle service at 4pm. 

WEST READING: Tilehurst St 
George are holding a crib service 
with Christingles at 5pm. 

TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalen are 
holding a crib service with 
Christingles at 3pm. 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 

1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
(Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to 
pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind 
and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols: 23 December at 7.30pm 
and Christmas Eve at 3pm. Tickets 
available in advance from Cathedral. 
Christmas Eve midnight Eucharist at 
1 1 .30pm. Christmas Day: Matins at 
1 0am; Sung Eucharist at 1 1 .1 5am. 
Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



Gileod 

FOUNDATIONS 
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UNLOCKING 

PEOPLE 

RELEASING 

POTENTIAL 

Gilead Foundations Charity 
is a drug & alcohol 
rehabilitation centre based 
in North Devon. 

To find out more contact 
us at: 

Gilead Foundations Charity, 
Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, 
Okehampton, Devon 
EX20 3AJ 
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December has arrived and already most 
of our high streets will already be filled 
with lights. In many cases celebrities will 
have been brought in for the great switch 
on as retailers will be working as hard as 
possible to increase their sales at a time 
when many people are fearful for their 
future. Yes it's Christmas a time of year 
that seems to create as much in the way 
of moral and spiritual arguments as it 
does create warmth, excess, caring and 
sharing. 



Who would YOU liketn Encourage? 

Diets and Encourage your ID-ands A family with... 
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Ask NOW For war ZQ11 brochure 
Chtckcut our Christmas Cards 



N 



Tel: 0845 10E 2054 



Over 1MJ -enrd designs. 

All us my Smulue iejifc. 
\\ '> GutHlU 

Wte jr# B*nK iw 
fen if imh mrruuigr - thf* 
Ahrii cojslera i fridge 
maynu-ltt wtirJi mako 
•if client E-mafl gflt - rrcfiTi 

See Special Offere onkne 



www.Ca rris -rtf- En .life 

bmall; *ndui(7^aidi-ct-«ncourag«ni4intco.uk 
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J t . W E L L li R Y 



Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 
Tel:01373 462069 

Visit our website today! 

www.na kRchriKUanjeweUery.cn.uk 




Christmas creates a great time for families and 
communities to come together, to share special 
moments. The fact that most people take leave at 
the same time really helps and if you are not in the 
retail business or essential services such as 
nursing, the chances are that you've quite a few 
days away from work to share with families and 
friends. 

We remember those close to us by exchanging 
gifts and those in our wider circle by sending 
cards. Many of us will have been careful to try and 
choose charity cards although some recent news 
reports suggest that in certain cases the named 
charity might receive less than 10% of your 
spend. None the less at least they've been 
thought of and funds raised that they wouldn't 
have received in past years. If you haven't already 
purchased your cards, you could look at buying 
direct from a charity shop, mail order from your 
chosen charity or see if anyone is selling cards in 
aid of your church. Another option would be to just 
buy a bargain box from a local retailer and then 
give a donation to a charity of your choice. 

When Christmas is over don't throw your cards in 
the bin, there are many ways that you can recycle 
them. The most creative is to cut them up and 
make into gift tags for next year or use them to 
create your own cards. If not take them to one of 
the many shops that collect them to raise funds 
for the Woodland Trust who use the money raised 
to plant new trees. Even in your recyling bin they'll 





Adapted by Toby Hulse 



A swashbuckling , 
musical adventure! 

BOX OFFICE 
01635 46044 



or book online at wwvv.watefmill.org.uk 



WitermiH Theatre Sag nor, 2 mile* from Newbury town centre Suitable fo* age A upwards 



Yes its C hristmas! 



be made into new paper or card, a process that 
uses less energy than creating paper from 
scratch. 

When it comes to buying gifts it can be difficult, 
but even with the current financial situation in the 
country there can be few of us who are worse off 
than our brothers and sisters in third world 
countries. In fact the saying 'the man who has 
everything' is more true than ever and deciding 
what gift to buy someone gets increasingly 
difficult. All the more reason to choose a 'personal' 
gift, or even make one, rather than just throwing 
money at the situation. Traidcraft and other fair 
trade organisations might well have a gift that is 
both different and will help someone less 
fortunate at the same time. The fair trade 
movement has come a long way and whilst its 
now a lot easier to pick up fairtrade chocolate in 
major supermarket chains do remember to look 
into your local Christian bookshop who'll probably 
have a range of appropriate Christian gifts. A 
Nativity book for a young child, Christian 
Christmas music for someone who might have 
listened to Slade for one year too many, a DVD 
that the whole family can sit and share or perhaps 
a Bible study guide to help someone on their 
journey through life for all of next year. You'd be 
surprised at the choices you'll find in these small 
specialist shops crammed to the brim with choice 
and inspiration. 

Do you have a Christmas Tree at home? The 
chances are that you've probably got one and if 
you haven't then there's possibly one at church. 
According to Wikipedia the tradition of the tree 
was established by Martin Luther as a Protestant 
counterpart to the Catholic Nativity scene. Before 
that date it is accredited to St Boniface who cut 
down the tree of Thor to disprove the legitimacy of 
the Norse gods to the townsfolk of Geismar in 
Germany. St Boniface saw a fir tree growing in the 
roots of an old oak tree and seeing it as a sign of 
the Christian faith said, “...let Christ be at the 



centre of your households..." using the fir tree as 
a symbol of Christianity. The tree has long been 
decorated with light, during the shortest days of 
the year, although now candles have been 
replaced in most households with safer electrical 
decorations. We top our trees with an angel 
reminding us of Gabriel's message to Mary or a 
star to remind us of the journey of the wise men to 
the baby Jesus. 

Candles are still used in the Christingle service 
which many churches organise at this time of the 
year and in so doing raise valuable funds for the 
Children's Society. You may have attended and 
enjoyed such an event but do you know where it 
came from and what it means? 

Christingle was established by the Moravian 
Church in 1747 as a symbol of Christ's light and 
love. 

In 1968 it was introduced in to the Church of 
England by the Children's Society. Since then its 
popularity as a community and family service has 
increased. Held from Advent to Epiphany, this 
festive celebration communicates the Christian 
message in an inspiring way to adults and 
children alike. 

The Christingle itself refers to the symbolic object 
made up of the following 4 components. 

An orange - representing the world, a red ribbon - 
indicating the blood/ love of Christ, a lighted 
candle - symbolising Jesus, the Light of the World 
and four cocktail sticks bearing dried fruit or 
sweets - signifying the four seasons and the fruits 
of the earth and God's good gifts. 

Christingle celebrations can take many different 
forms from a large church service to a school 
assembly. The main element that is universal to 
all Christingle celebrations is the lighting of 
Christingle candles. 

Over 6,000 Christingle Celebrations now take 
place each year raising in the region of £1.2 
million pounds, making it The Children's Society’s 
largest fundraising appeal. 




As Christ increasingly gets taken out | 
* of Christmas in the UK... 





A Newsboys Holiday 

CD - £6.99 




A Brooklyn 

Tabernacle Christmas 

CD -£9.97 





The Priests - Noel 

CD - £9.97 




Louie Giglio - The Twelve 
Words Of Christmas 

DVD -£12.64 
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Hillsong - 
It's Christmas 
CD - £9.97 



A Christmas Snow 

DVD -£14.49 



here's loads of 



great 



new 



• CHRISTmas products 

to help you put Jesus back at the centre of your celebrations. 



www.crossrhythms.co.uk/direct 

OR CALL 01782 251000 
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A Wing and a prayer 



The final instalment in our 
prayer walk series takes us to 
the rural village of Wing in 
Buckinghamshire. 



i 

s 



NG is home to one of 
the finest Saxon 
churches in the country. 
We begin our walk at All 
Saints (1), which dates 



from the 10^ century. 

The church is remarkable for the fact 
that it retains a Saxon nave, aisles and 
west wall - and also the only complete 
Anglo-Saxon apse in England. As you 
approach the church, you can see at the 
base of the apse one of the windows that 
gives light to the crypt below. 

The interior, as Simon Jenkins puts it 
in his England’s Thousand Best Churches 
retains the “lofty simplicity” of the 
earliest English churches. The 
Perpendicular roof is a particular 
masterpiece, covered with carvings of a 
whole cast of medieval characters. Close 
inspection shows that many are playing 
early musical instruments, such as 
trumpets, sackbuts and clarinets. 

You may like to remember here all the 
hundreds of craftsmen involved in the 
creation of this beautiful building over 
the years. Pray for those who work hard 
to take care of the historic fabric of our 
churches today, especially when they 
have difficult decisions to make about 
restoration and adaptation. Think, too, 
of our church musicians who give their 
time and talents to leading worship week 
after week. Thank God for the gift of 
music. 

The church is full of memorials placed 
by the Dormer family who came to 
nearby Ascott Hall in the 1520s. The 
earliest of these is the grand monument 
in the north aisle to Sir Robert Dormer, 
who died in 1552. It has a huge canopy 
on Corinthian columns over a tomb 
chest with bulls’ heads. 

In contrast, you can find in the south 
aisle a simple brass plaque to “honest 
old Thomas Cotes”, who was a porter at 
nearby Ascott Hall, and died in 1648. It 




states that he has now left his key, fire, 
friends and all to find new room in 
Heaven. It warns us of our own death: 
“Reader, prepare for thine, for none can 
tell/ But that you two may meet tonight, 
Farewell.” 

Here you may like to consider your 
own preparedness for death. Spend a 
few moments remembering those who 
have gone before us and shown us an 
example of both how to live and how to 
die. 

Walk through the churchyard to the 
kissing gate and follow the footpath 
across the paddock into the pasture away 
from the village. Wing came to fame in 
the 20th century when the village was 
one of the prime locations for the new 
London Airport. Thanks to the 
successful “Wings off Wing” campaign, 
the community saw off the threat and 
Heathrow was instead expanded. You 
may like to reflect on our ever 
expanding transport needs and the 
difficult and often unpopular decisions 
that have to be made. Pray for wisdom 
for the Government, locally and 
nationally; and pray for the communities 
where there is uncertainty over major 
future developments, such as the high 
speed rail link in Buckinghamshire. 

Carry on walking until you are level 
with Acorn Farm (2), and take a left 
turn, in line with the gap in the hedge. 
Carry on through two such gaps, 
keeping to the left of the hedge. Go 
straight over the crossroads in the track 
towards the main Aylesbury Road 
(A418). 

‘...reflect on the divide 
betveeen rich and poor 



At the main road (3) cross over to the 
layby, where there is a stile marking the 
footpath on to Wingrave. Bear right and 
then left into the village. Wingrave (4) 
is about half the size of its neighbour, 
Wing. Around the village you can see a 





number of houses and cottages 
constructed in neo-Tudor style and 
erected by Hannah de Rothschild in the 



a longer walk, head east towards Crafton 
(6) and the Mentmore estate before 
returning to Wing. 




19^ century. These can be identified by 
her mark, “H de R” and were homes for 
her estate employees. The Rothschilds 
are everywhere in this part of the world: 
houses that they owned or built in the 
immediate area include Ascott House in 
Wing (now owned by the National 
Trust), Mentmore, (a few miles east), 
and Wingrave Manor (a Victorian half 
timbered pastiche of Ascott) . 

The Rothschild empire is rich beyond 
imagining. You may like here to pause 
and reflect on the divide between rich 
and poor today. How do we as Christians 
try to redress the balance, in our giving, 
in the choices we make in our buying? 
Remember those in your own 
community who are struggling to 
make ends meet as a result of the 
downturn and the Government cuts. 
Pray for those in the wider world who 
don’t know how they will feed their 
families today. 

Wingrave is home to both a C of E 
primary school and a specialist 
MacIntyre school for children with 
complex learning difficlulties. Pray for 
all those involved in education today. 
Remember those parents who face 
extreme challenges in finding the 
right schooling for their children. 

Pray for those who are heavily 
burdened by their caring 
responsibilities, that they will find 
relief and the strength to go on in 
difficult circumstances. 

As you leave Wingrave you have a 
choice: take the path north out of the 
village and head back towards Wing 
via Lower Wingbury Farm (5), or, for 



The map below is reproduced with 
permission of Ordnance Survey Mapping, 
Crown Copyright 

J 

I IVINfifS rfl SUSTAINING THE 
UVINb^m sacred centre 



Jo Duckies visited Wing in the 
company of Christopher and April 
Mabey. To hear them in discussion 
with her about their life divided 
between rural Buckinghamshire and 
Burma, download our prayer walk 
podcast at 

www.oxford.anglican.org/prayerwalks. 
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Freshening up scripture 



By Colin Fletcher 

T he 400th anniversary of the 

Authorised version of the Bible will 
be celebrated in 2011. 

For some that provides a great 
opportunity to celebrate a translation 
that has inspired people through the 
centuries and, more than any other 
book, has shaped the English language. 

For others it provides the opportunity 
for all of us to respond in new ways to 
what those translators longed to see 
happening, for people to understand 
the Bible as a book for today. Biblefresh 
touches on the former but focuses in an 
exciting, energising way on the latter. In 
144 pages, and a series of two and four 
page articles, it is full of ideas on how to 
bring the Bible to life both for those in 
our congregations and for those to 
whom it is completely alien territory. 

Whether it is for children, or through 
film, or in a variety of cultures, or 



Biblefresh 

Various writers 
Authentic Media 
£4.88 




through different translations there are 
ideas in abundance. 

This is a book for Sunday School 
teachers, home group leaders, preachers 
and teachers alike - as well as for those 
who read the Bible on their own and 
want some fresh ideas. It is enormous 
fun - very readable and a great 
companion to Bishop John’s Reading the 
Bible - A Simple Guide. I warmly 
commend it to you. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is 
Bishop of Dorchester. 



What is the Biblefresh movement? 

BIBLEFRESH is a movement of churches, agencies, organisations, colleges and festivals 
with a vision to re-ignite and re-enthuse the church in its passion for the Bible. For many in 
our churches the Bible has become tedious and toxic rather treasured, trusted and true. The 
aim of the Biblefresh initiative is to encourage a greater confidence and passion for 
Scripture across the Church. 

The Biblefresh movement is asking churches to agree to raise the level of biblical 
understanding amongst their members by taking practical steps in four areas: Reading, 
Training, Translation and Experience. Visit www.. biblefresh. com to find out more and to 
download free resources. 



York Nativity Play at Aldermaston 




AS CHRISTMAS approaches nativity plays 
are being rehearshed in churches and 
schools across Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire . 

And once again the congregation at ST 
Mary the Virgin, Aldermaston in 
Berkshire will be putting on the York 
Nativity Play. (Pictured above.) The play 
dates from 600 or 700 years ago and has 
been performed in Aldermaston every 
year, for around half a century. 

The show’s dress rehearsal takes place 



at 8pm on Monday, December 6 with 
performances following on Thursday, 
December 9 and Friday, December 10 at 
8pm, and Saturday and Sunday 
December 11 and 12 at 7pm. 

For free tickets send an SAE to: A & V 
Hall, The Gables, Church Road, 
Aldermaston RG7 4LR or email: 
nativity2010@hotmail.co.uk. A collection 
will be taken at each performance for 
funds for the parish church and for 
Riding for the Disabled. 
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Silversea Luxury Expeditions aboard Prince Albert U 



jnbartc on a luxurious expedition to the far Hun 5 corners of the world, aboard the Prince Albert II, Sllversea's magnificent expedition ship, 
designed specifically for navigating waters in some of the world's most remote destinations which most other vessels cannot access, every 
Gurney is a unique experience you will treasuie forever. 

All ocean view accommodation, all with complimentary butler service ■ Fxpert natum lists 
Complimentary, hosted adventures ashore ■ Knowledgeable guest lecturers 

Onboard gratuities included ■ Tine dining In association with Relais & Chateaux 

Complimentary wines, spints and champagnes • Personal service 
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For more information or to hook, please contact 

TRAVEL Peter Coord Travel on OflOO 048 1 055. S 1 V LI r\S E A. 
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Comment 

} 1 by Gid and Dawn Lacey 

Farming in a recession 



L ive as if you will die tomorrow, 

farm as if you will live forever; so 
the ancient wisdom says but a 
glimpse at British agriculture in 2010 
shows an alarming influence from short 
term pressures. Undoubtedly the 
omnipotence of the major retailers has 
caused a dysfunctional market for farm 
grown commodities. 

Generally for the last decade farmers 
have received less than the cost of 
production for their produce. As a 
dairy farmer not only am I producing a 
perishable commodity but also there is 
a very long production cycle. A cow is 
pregnant for nine months and then 
her calf will need to grow for two or 
three years until she is big enough to 
have her own calf and give milk. With 
this background it is hard when the 
bank want to reduce the overdraft, but 
I guess that with such low returns the 
bank managers can see how difficult it 
is to make the repayments. 

And what of the ever growing burden 
of red tape? Much of the form filling 
we face is irrelevant and serves no 
positive purpose so when is time to be 
found to deal with this? 

Milking cows is like having a harvest 
twice a day, 365 days a year and is a 
great time for thanksgiving. Nothing is 
taken for granted even in today’s hi- 
tech world there is a thin line between 
plenty and not enough. 

The great thing about starting 
milking at 5.30am and the solitude in 
the countryside is the awareness of the 
creator. I find that this precious quiet 
time helps to calm my mind. A new calf 
is always a time of joy especially if I 
haven’t had to get up for a midnight 
calving! 

This spring and summer has seen the 
worst drought in the Oxford diocese in 
the last thirty years. Forage stocks are 
low, global feed costs are up 50 per 
cent and if you view this against the 
fact that I’m receiving less money for 
milk than I was 15 years ago, it means 
it’s going to be a long time until next 
spring. 

Gid and Dawn Lacey run Lacey’s Family 
Farm in Lane End, Buckinghamshire and 
worship at St Mary the Virgin, 
Hambleden. 



ONLINE 



To find out more see 

www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk 





Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



u The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore the child to he born of you will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God ” Luke 
1:35 

T hese words will be read at 
thousands of Festivals of 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
again this year, in great cathedrals 
and in tiny village churches. Thus 
was the conception of Mary’s boy 
child predicted by the angel 
Gabriel, and throughout the history 
of the Church his words have been 
the touchstone of our beliefs about 
the birth of Jesus. 

This child was to be born of a 
‘virgin’. Her future husband, 
Joseph, would have no biological 
role to play. The father of this child 
to be born, taking the words at face 
value, would be God himself; the 
mother would be a young woman of 
Nazareth called Mary. For centuries 
the Church argued about and 
wrestled with the question of the 
‘nature’ of Jesus, and the result of 
all that wrestling was the credal 
statement which we recite week by 
week. Jesus was incarnate ‘of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
was made man‘. 

This is ’the faith of the Church; 
this is our faith’. Mostly we are able 
to say the words and let their 
awesome significance pass by. But 
every now and then, and 
particularly perhaps at Christmas, 
we may find ourselves wondering 
exactly what we do believe, and 
whether it makes sense in the 
modern world. Of course you can’t 
have a virgin ‘birth’, if you think 
about it. 



What Christians profess is a 
virginal ‘conception’. A person who 
has had a baby, like Mary, is not a 
virgin, even if, as she said to the 
angel, she was a virgin when 
conceived. Even that raises many 
problems for people living in the 
era of modern genetics. ‘Do I have 
to believe in the virgin birth to be a 
Christian?’ I have often been asked. 

I suppose the obvious answer is 
‘no’, because Christian faith isn’t a 
matter of ticking doctrinal boxes, 
and anyway it’s not impossible that 
people like St Paul didn’t ‘believe’ 
in it because he didn’t know about 
it - at least, it’s never mentioned in 
his writings. 

Yet for me, at least, it’s an 
invaluable faith insight, if I can put 
it that way. How else could I 
understand the amazing truth that 
Jesus is fully human and fully 
divine - not half one and half the 
other, but a perfect fusion of two 
natures? How else could I 
understand what it means for Jesus 
to be the perfect mediator between 
human beings and their creator? 

He can perfectly represent God to 
me, because he is divine, and he 
can perfectly represent me to God, 
because he is perfectly human. How 
this came about biologically seems 
less important than that it is 
splendidly and triumphantly 
theologically true. Our Saviour, born 
of Mary, is God and Man, human 
and divine. ‘There is one God; 
there is also one mediator between 
God and humankind, Christ Jesus, 
himself human’ (1 Timothy 2:5). 

‘God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself’ (2 Corinthians 5:19). 
That is the true story of Bethlehem and 
that is the heart of Gabriel’s message to 
Mary. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of 
religious affairs, a broadcaster and author of many 
boohs. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd David McLeod has taken up 
post as Associate Minister at 
Wokingham St Sebastian; The Revd 
Janet Binns has taken up post as 
Curate in Training at Eton, Eton Wick 
and Boveney and Dorney; The Revd 
Sue Burchell has taken up post as 
Priest in Charge at Banbury St 
Leonard; The Revd Canon Nick 
Molony will retire as Team Rector of 



LETTERS 



Searching for Psalters 

St. Mary's church, Chieveley near 
Newbury is in dire need of copies of the 
Cathedral Psalter. 

We are fortunate to have a four part 
choir of some 1 6 members, who sing 
evensong once a month, plus of course 
services every Sunday and whose copies 
of the Cathedral Psalter have long since 
fallen into disrepair. 

Enquiries made to the original printers 
and other suppliers have been 
unsuccessful and it seems that this 
particular Psalter is no longer available to 
buy as new. The choir would be happy to 
accept second-hand copies in usable 
condition. 

If there is anyone out there reading this 
who can offer about 20 copies (for which 
we will of course be pleased to pay) could 
they please contact Gillian Martin on 
01635 200686 or e-mail 
martinbnj@talktalk.net.to arrange 
collection/delivery. 

Bill Martin 
Chieveley 



IN BRIEF 



CRANMER AWARDS 

THE winners or this year’s Diocesan heat 
of the Cranmer Awards have been 
announced. 

The annual contests sees teenagers 
reading texts from the 1 662 Book of 
Common Prayer. In the Senior Section, 
Henry Jenkinson of Abingdon School was 
the winner, with Timothy Foot of Magdalen 
College School coming second. Highly 
Commended were Aznder Cornish-Moore 
and Naim Pyeman, of Abingdon School, 
and Ely Sandler, of Magdalen College 
School. In the junior section Bart Jennings 
of Abingdon School came first and 
Alexander Dawkins of St Andrew’s, 
Pangbourne, came second. Sophie 
Rutledge, of SS Peter and Paul’s Church, 
Wingrave, was highly commended. 

The two section winners were each 
awarded a cash prize and along with the 
second placed entrants, a presentation 
Prayer Book. The first prize winners will 
now represent the Oxford Diocese at the 
National Final, in London in February, and 
will be invited to read a lesson at the 
Oxford Branch’s annual carol service. 



Competition Winners 

Dr Bainbridge from Oxfordshire; 
Stephen Cousins from Caversham and 
Mrs Shakespeare from Slough were the 
winners of the book prize draw in the 
November issue of The Door and have 
all won a copy of ‘Ready, Steady, Slow ’ 
- An Advent Calendar to unwind with. 



Great Marlow with Marlow Bottom, 

Little Marlow and Bisham; The Revd 
Andy Bell has resigned from post as 
Team Vicar of Schorne Team. The 
following have been given persmission 
to officiate: The Revd Fred Friend; The 
Revd Tony Williams; The Revd Alan 
Bignell; The Revd Derek Butler; The 
Revd Kris Krame. We recall with 
sadness the deaths of The Venerable 
Leonard Tyler and The Revd Nigel 
Bryan. 
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God in the life of... 



A real high flyer 




World War Two fighter 
pilot, Reg Hall, spoke to Jo 
Duckies about his faith, his 
career and 60 happy years of 
mariage and becoming a 
Christian later in life. 

R EG was beaming as he 
welcomed us to his home in 
Buckinghamshire and showed 
us a photograph of himself and his 
late wife, Jean, on a cruise they 
enjoyed to celebrate their 50 tJl 
wedding anniversary. 

He proudly found another 
photograph, taken near Lake Huron 
in Canada when he was 18 and 
training to fly. “I always wanted to 
fly so when I finished education at 
16 I joined the Air Training Corps,” 
says Reg, who was also working in a 
metal factory. When he turned 17 he 
joined the RAF. However, to a 
teenager a 12-month wait for a 
pilot’s course didn’t appeal, so he 
found himself a quicker route to the 
skies by joining the Fleet Air Arm of 
the Royal Navy. He was sent to 
Canada to get his wings. On his 
return he was selected for training 
in Scotland, to fly torpedo aircraft. 




He was placed on the Ark Royal 
Illustrious Aircraft carrier. 

His role was to spot U boats and 
attack them. “We were in the 
Atlantic, going from Russia right the 
way down to Gibraltar. All of that 
time I was flying a Swordfish.” 

He met Jean in the ATC. “We’d 
have get togethers and dances and 
that’s where I met her. She was a 
professional dancer. When I met her 
I had two left feet, but we achieved a 
gold medal standard in ballroom,” 
says Reg, who is now 86. “Jean was 
still dancing when she was 80.” 

The couple married in London in 
1948 and luckily for them it was a 
glorious day as the church they 
chose still had large holes in the roof 



from the bombings. After the war Reg 
went back to the metal company 
where he had previously worked. 

Reg and Jean bought their first 
house in Beaconsfield in 1961, on 
the Wattleton Estate, and lived there 
for 40 years, before moving to Reg’s 
current home. Jean died two years 
ago, aged 83, just months after the 
couple celebrated their 60 t ^ 1 
anniversary. 

“She was a real live wire and was 
determined to celebrate our 60^. 
We had a great life together. She was 
a real party girl and never let an 
occasion go.” he says. It was through 
Jean that Reg got involved in 
church. Every week she would head 
out to the Sunday morning service 



and Reg admits that he would make excuses. 

He had moved on from the metal 
company to work for Fairey Aviation, 
where he was promoted quality 
manager, looking after 70 staff. He 
says: “It was an intense job. I was 
responsible for the budget, for the hiring 
and firing, and all manner of things that 
were at a director’s level really.” 

He explained how the 1970s 
aircraft industry saw companies 
working together on projects, with 
one taking the lead and others 
acting as sub-contractors. The work 
meant he regularly travelled around 
Europe and occasionally the States. 

“Every Sunday Jean was going to 
church and used to ask me if I was 
going. I’d find jobs to do, like 
mowing the lawn or washing the car, 
but I had the wrong priorities and I 
can see that now. When I retired in 
1990 they opened a care home 
behind the church and they were 
looking for volunteers. My wife 
volunteered herself and myself to 
run the coffee morning there once a 
week. 

“We ran it for five years and it 
expanded to become a whole day of 
setting up. We had 20 volunteers 
from the congregation and the vicar 
would come. We got talking and I 
started going to church and then I 
realised what I’d been missing and 
what Jean had been trying to let me 
into. Jean hadn’t been confirmed so 
we went for confirmation classes and 
were confirmed together about five 
years ago.” 

He says he is seeing the value of a 
Christian faith even more now he is 
on his own. He recently joined in a 
pilgrimage with Bishop John to the 
Holy Land, where he commemorated 
the second anniversary of Jean’s 
death on the shores of Lake Galilee. 

He says: “I get so much comfort 
from Christianity in general and 
specifically from going to services, 
and I get visitors from the church. If 
I’m in town I’ll go and sit in the 
church for a quarter of an hour.” 



St Andrews’s Church, 
Bedford 

DIRECTOR OF 
MUSIC 

A rewarding role lor a talented 
musician with vision, flair and the 
ability to inspire others. 

We have a small enthusiastic 
robed choir, singing group, 
instrumental group and 
worship band 

For details please email 
stand rew. bedford@ btconnecl.com 
or write to Canon C Dent, 

St Andrew's Church, 
Kimbolton Road, Bedford MK40 2PF 

www. standrewsbedfo rd erg 
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We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.ors.uk 
Tel: 01189 842,582 

Registered Charily No. 1 099295. 

Company Firm led by Giuiranlrc No. 4786973 



Personal Assistant Required for 
retired educator, in Central 
Oxford, 41/2 hrs. every fortnight. 
Absolutely no nursing - we work 
together. Pleasant atmosphere; 
pay increase after 2 months. Two 
impeccable ref.’s required. 

OI865-722-087 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
•Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



To advertise in The Door Gall 01752 225623 



Leadcraft 

Sained Glass Sudio 




SIAINED GLASS ALOISES 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 



www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 










